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ñHuman nature is not a machine to be built after a model, and set to do exactly 

the work prescribed for it, but a tree, which requires to grow and develop itself 

on all sides, according to the tendency of the inward forces which make it a living 

thing.ò 
John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) 

British philosopher, economist, moral and political theorist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maricopa Community Colleges do not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, handicap/disability, 
age or Vietnam era/disabled veteran status in employment or in the application, 
admission, participation, access and treatment of persons in instructional 
program and activities.  
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ñTo find yourself, think for yourself.ò      Socrates (c. 469-399 BCE) 
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 On behalf of the Honors faculty and staff, welcome to a new 

year and to an exciting Honors experience at Scottsdale Community 

College.  To both new and returning members, I urge you to explore 

the many benefits available to you, such as Honors Scholarships, the 

Honors Forum Lecture Series, and membership in the Phi Theta 

Kappa International Honor Society.  Your advisors will provide you 

detailed information about these, and other enriching opportunities 

that await you 

 ¢ƘŜ IƻƴƻǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άΦΦΦǎŜŜƪ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 

ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ΦΦΦ ώōŜϐ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ 

ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀǘ {// ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ  DŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

your faculty.  Participate in some type of community service activity.  

Engage those who may think differently than you do in conversations 

about important topics.   Seek critical review of your work, and be 

open to the responses of others.  Be intellectually curious--ŀǎƪάǿƘȅΚέ 

Write, write, write. 

 Congratulations on your admission to the SCC Honors Program.  

offer you my best wishes for an engaging and enlightening year 

ahead. 

 

Jan L Gehler,  President, Scottsdale Community College

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
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ñIt must be remembered that the purpose of education is not to fill the minds of students 

with factsé.it is to teach them to think, if that is possible, and always to think for 

themselves.ò 

 

 Robert Hutchins (1899 ï 1977) 

  Educational philosopher, Dean of Yale Law School  

 

 

 

ñPrejudices, it is well known, are most difficult to eradicate from the heart whose soil 

has never been loosened or fertilized by education; they grow there, firm as weeds 

among rocks.ò 

 

             Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855) 

 English writer noted for her novel JANE EYRE (1847) 
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HONORS PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY 
 
 The philosophy of the Honors Program at Scottsdale 
Community College is consistent with that of the Maricopa 
Community Colleges: to create and continuously improve 
affordable, accessible, effective and safe learning environments for 
the lifelong educational needs of the diverse communities we 
serve.  The Honors Program provides general education for 
students who seek challenge in learning and who are eager to test 
assumptions. 
 
 The Honors Advisory Committee believes that writing, as well 
as research and presentation, is a vital part of learning. By writing, 
students confront their subject matter, identify factual and 
speculative material, see relationships, and understand content as 
they express ideas meaningfully. They discover what they know 
and how to clarify, to question, and to affirm that knowledge.  By 
expressing and clarifying their thoughts and receiving comment 
and constructive criticism, such students accept the discipline of 
the various modes of thought appropriate to specific knowledge 
areas and expand their critical thinking skills. The design of the 
courses, special projects and contracts for Honors credits are 
consistent with this philosophy. 
 
 

SCOTTSDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 The mission of Scottsdale Community College is to create 
accessible, effective, and affordable environments for teaching and 
learning for the people of our communities in order that they may 
grow personally and become productive citizens in a changing, 
multicultural world. 
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HISTORY 
 
 

 The Scottsdale Community College Honors Program was 
the result of faculty interest in teaching courses especially 
designated for students of keen motivation and ability.  Because 
of this interest, in 1981 a proposal was drafted and submitted 
to the Joint Council on Educational Priorities (JCEP) of the 
Maricopa Community Colleges.  A grant was awarded to 
Scottsdale Community College for a faculty committee to study 
the feasibility of an Honors Program while considering the 
elements critical to a community college.  As a result of this 
successful feasibility study, the District Governing Board 
allocated funds to all of the District colleges for the 
implementation of Honors programs. 
 
 In January 1982, Honors classes were offered at Scottsdale 
Community College for the first time and an initial group of 
eleven students was accepted into the Honors Program.  In the 
ensuing years, student participation has increased steadily, 
ranging from 106 to 265 students per academic year.  During 
the 2009-2010 academic year, over 230 students participated in 
the program. 
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MARICOPA COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
HONORS MISSION STATEMENT 

 

 

 
To encourage, foster and contribute to a climate of excellence both 

in the colleges and in the surrounding community; 

 

To encourage students to strive to achieve the maximum benefit 

from the educational services provided by the Maricopa Community 

Colleges; 

 

To recognize and reward the talent and motivation of outstanding 

community college students and faculty; 

 

To promote a sense of scholarship and community among program 

participants and with the colleges; 

 

To serve as a source of innovation and testing for new 

methodologies and services that may be extended to a greater 

number of students; 

 

To raise awareness of the high quality and variety of educational 

services offered by the Maricopa Community Colleges. 

 

 

 

1981-1982 Honors Program Report 
Alfredo G. de los Santos Jr. 

Vice Chancellor, Student and Educational Development 
1977-1999 
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PROGRAM ORGANIZATION 

 
 The Scottsdale Community College Honors Program is 
administered by an Honors Advisory Committee consisting of 
approximately seven faculty members and two Honors student 
members.  The committee is chaired by the Honors Coordinator, 
who is appointed by the Vice President of Academic Affairs and 
Student Affairs for a two-year renewable term; faculty 
committee members are appointed for two-year renewable 
terms.  Student terms are non-renewable. 
 
 The Advisory Committee is responsible for developing and 
evaluating qualifications for the campus Honors Program, for 
initiating and implementing activities for Honors students to 
promote fellowship and scholarship, and for assisting the Honors 
Coordinator in fulfilling district Honors Program requirements. 
 
 The Honors Office is located in the Library Building in room 
LB-105F, and is administered by the Honors Office Coordinator. 
  

 Phone 480-423-6525    Fax 480-423-6484 
 
 
 
 

SCOTTSDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HONORS COORDINATORS 

 

 Dr. Kathy Schwarz 1981-1993, 1995-1996 
 Norman Jenson 1993-1995 
 Kimb Williamson 1996-1998 
 Harry Hude 1998-2003 
 Dr. Neil MacKay 2003-2005 
 Niall McCarthy 2005-2006 
 Dr. Mark Klobas 2007-present 
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BENEFITS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The following opportunities are available to Honors students in 
good standing: 

 
HONORS CURRICULUM 
 The Honors Program offers a series of specially designed 
Honors courses which are described on pages 19 and 20. 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 The Honors Program offers several scholarship opportunities, 
including the Honors Achievement Award Scholarship, the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ 
Foundation Scholarship, and the Betty Hedin Elsner Scholarship.  
See pages 23 to 31 for details. 

 
GUADALAJARA STUDY TRIP and HONORS INSTITUTE 
 Students who are members of both the Honors Program and 
Phi Theta Kappa may apply for scholarships to attend the week-
long summer study trip to the Universidad Autonoma de 
Guadalajara in Guadalajara, Mexico, and to attend the week-long 
annual Phi Theta Kappa Honors Institute, held each summer at 
various locations in the United States and Canada.  See pages 33-
34 for more details. 

 
WESTERN REGIONAL HONORS CONFERENCE 
 Honors students have the opportunity to apply for 
scholarships to attend, or present at, the Western Regional Honors 
Conference, held each spring at various locations across the 
Western U.S. 

 
b!¢Lhb![ 59!bΩ{ [L{¢ 
 Each term, the names of qualifying Honors students and Phi 
¢ƘŜǘŀ YŀǇǇŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ [ƛǎǘ 
Program. 
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HONORS and PTK FACULTY APPRECIATION 
           Honors students and faculty from the SCC Honors Program  
gather near the end of each academic year to enjoy an event of 
good food and conversation as they celebrate successes, 
scholarships, and  outstanding faculty. 
 
SCRIBENDI 
           Scribendi, the publication of the National Collegiate Honors 
Council, affords Honors students the opportunity to enter works of 
prose, poetry and photography for publication and stipend 
competition (more information at www.unm.edu/~scribend). 
 
¢I9 tw9{L59b¢Ω{ Ihbhw{ w9/9t¢Lhb 
           .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƴŜǿ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
Scholarship students are invited to a reception hosted by college 
president Dr. Jan Gehler. 
 
DINNER THEATER 
           9ǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ IƻƴƻǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ {//Ωǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ-
winning Culinary Arts and Performing Arts programs for an evening 
of dinner followed by a theater performance.  Honors students and 
faculty attend compliments of the Honors Program. 
 
HONORS FORUM LUNCHEONS 
           Each term, the Honors Program hosts one Honors Forum 
Series speaker for a luncheon in the Culinary Arts Dining Room.  
Honors students and faculty attend compliments of the Honors 
Program. 
 
HONORS FORUM SPEAKER SERIES 
           All Honors students are invited to attend the Honors Forum 
speaker series, sponsored by Maricopa Community Colleges.  
Three speakers address the current study topic each term.  
 
PHI THETA KAPPA PROVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
           Honors students are eligible for provisional membership in 
Phi Theta Kappa until such time as they meet the minimum 
requirements set forth by the Chapter and are inducted into the 
society. 
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ELIGIBILITY 
 

The Honors Program is open to recent high school graduates, 
continuing students, and returning adults meeting appropriate 
academic requirements. Depending upon the individual situation, 
ŀƭƭ IƻƴƻǊǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǊ 
the Honors Achievement Awards Scholarship, details of which are 
presented on pages 23-29. 
 
 
 

CONTINUANCE 
 

Honors students are expected to enroll in at least one three-
credit Honors course each term (excluding summer sessions), to 
carry a minimum of three credit hours (for Honors Achievement 
!ǿŀǊŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎύ ƻǊ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ όŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎύΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ Dt! ƻŦ оΦнр ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ  tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ 
efforts will be reviewed each term to determine continuance in the 
program. All students in the program must be in good standing, 
academically and otherwise. 
 

Honors students are encouraged to contact the Honors 
Office if they are experiencing academic difficulties.  It is important 
to understand that dropping a class may cause forfeiture of the 
scholarship, if the minimum number of credit hours is not 
maintained (three for Honors Achievement Award students, and 
ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎύΦ ²ƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Program for any reason requires a written notification to the 
Honors Office Coordinator. 
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OVERVIEW OF SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
 Tuition and registration fees for full-time enrollment (at least 

12 credit hours) for up to four consecutive fall/spring terms.  
$1080 for 2010-2011 

 
Honors Achievement Award Program 

 $81τ $325 for the Fall or Spring term,  
depending on the number of credits taken: 
 

 3-5  credits $  81 
 6-8  credits $163 
 9-11 credits $244 
 12+  credits $325 
  
 
SCHOLARSHIPS BY SELECTION 
 
 Honors students in good standing may apply for the 
following scholarships.  Applicants are considered and the final 
recipients are chosen by the Honors Advisory Committee.  The 
application deadline is posted at the beginning of each calendar 
year outside the Honors Office.  Scholarships are awarded each 
spring for the following academic year. 
 

- /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 
- Foundation Scholarship 
- The Betty Hedin Elsner Scholarship 

 
 Information about these and other scholarships, including 
Phi Theta Kappa Scholarships, and the ASU/Maricopa Honors 
Alliance Scholarships, can be found on pages 23-оп ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άIƻƴƻǊǎ 
{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΦ 
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GRADUATION 
 
 Students who have completed 15 Honors credits in at least 
three disciplines and have maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or 
higher will graduate from the Honors Program. This is different and 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ά²ƛǘƘ IƻƴƻǊǎέ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎƻǘǘǎŘŀƭŜ 
Community College, which based entirely on GPA, and does not 
require participation in the Honors Program. 
 

 Qualifying students will received an honors medallion to 
wear at graduation, where they will be recognized for their 
achievement. 
 
Honors Graduation Requirements: 
 

ω   Graduation from SCC 

ω   3.5 minimum cumulative GPA 

ω   15 Honors credits in at least 3 disciplines 

¶  Good standing in Honors Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñLearning without thought is labor lost; though with out learning is perilous.ò

 Confucius (551 BCE) 
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CONSORTIUM AGREEMENTS 
 
 If an Honors student wished to take courses simultaneously 
at multiple colleges within Maricopa Community Colleges, the 
student must provide proof of simultaneous enrollment. 
 
The following procedures are to be followed: 
 

¶ The student must contact the Honors office at his/her primary 
college to notify the Honors Coordinator or assignee, of the 
desire to take courses at another college. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ IƻƴƻǊǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
remain in the Honors Program. 

¶ The Honors Coordinator will contact the Faculty Honors 
/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 
and eligibility. 

¶ Each  Honors Coordinator should notify the respective Financial 
Aid Director and the Admission and Records Director. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ IƻƴƻǊǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ 
for awarding the scholarship. 

¶ The Honors Coordinator will document all transactions in the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛƭŜΦ 

¶ The Honors Coordinator and the student will work together to 
verify that the appropriate actions have been taken. 

 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
 

Student assessment is the responsibility of Honors faculty. 
Grading disputes are handled with the respective departments. 
However, because scholarship continuance may be affected by 
such assessment, faculty may wish to consult the Honors Faculty 
Advisor in situations in which a student is at risk of losing an 
Honors Scholarship as a consequence of performance, or other 
extenuating circumstances. 
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HONORS CURRICULUM 
 

 The Honors Program offers a series of specially designed 
Honors courses which are available to all Honors students. 
 
 Students in the Honors Program are required to take at least 
one 3-credit Honors course each term.  Students not in the Honors 
Program may take Honors courses at the discretion of the 
instructor; however, only students in the Honors Program are 
eligible for Honors graduation, and  Honors Program waivers and 
scholarships. 
 
 Current course listings are available each term in the 
published schedule of classes and through the Honors Program 
office. Honors students are encouraged to consult with an 
academic advisor (in the Student Center) as well as the Honors 
Office Coordinator (in the Library Building, Room 105F) before 
registering for classes.  Honors classes are not offered during 
summer sessions. 
 

ñThe larger the island of knowledge, the longer the shoreline of wonder.ò 

 Ralph M. Sockman (1889-1970)   
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HONORS FORUM 
 

The Honors Forum Series, sponsored annually since 1982 by 
the Maricopa Community Colleges, is one of many educational 
programs offered to students, faculty and the general public as a 
community service. 

 

 The series consists of six guest lectures each academic year.  
The series theme varies yearly, and is selected to address a current 
cultural, political, or social issue.  Traditionally, the annual Phi 
Theta Kappa Study Topic theme has been utilized. 
 

 The theme for the 2010-2011 academic year is: 
 

The Democratization of Information: Power, Peril, and Promise 
 

Previous Honors Forum themes include: 
 

¶ Gold, Gods & Glory:  The Global Dynamics of Power 

¶ Popular Culture:  Shaping and Reflecting Who We Are 

¶ Dimensions and Directions of Health: Choices in the Maze 

¶ Customs, Traditions and Celebrations:  

 The Human Drive for Community 

¶ The Arts: Landscape of Our Times 

¶ The Family: Myth, Metaphor and Reality 

¶ The Pursuit of Happiness: Conflicting Visions and Values 

¶ The New Millennium: The Past as Prologue 

¶ Water: Origin and Destiny of Life 

¶ Science, Humanity and Technology: Shaping a New Creation 

¶ Rights, Privileges and Responsibilities: An Indelicate Balance 

 

 The list of guest speakers is illustrious and has included such 
noted speakers as Charles Kuralt, Bobby Seale, Jane Bryant-Quinn, 
Grace Hopper, Arun Gandhi, and Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 
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HONORS FACULTY 
 
 The Honors faculty is the critical component of the Honors 
Program.  Their scholarship, their willingness to mentor, and their 
ability to challenge yet sustain student formation, exemplify the 
philosophy and objectives of the program.  Evaluation of Honors 
faculty occurs within the respective divisions and departments.  
Faculty who teach Honors courses receive no monetary awards or 
release time; however, Honors faculty are recognized district-wide 
at the annual Honors and PTK Faculty Appreciation Luncheon. 
Additionally, many opportunities exist for Honors faculty to 
participate in various district and college functions and events. 
 
 

HONORS CLASSES 
 

 The Honors level HUM250-251 or ENG 101-102 series are 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
second terms, yet open to all honors students. Honors classes 
provide students with additional opportunities to participate in 
further readings and discussions on the lecture topics and the 
forum theme.  Contact the Honors Office for a schedule of this, or 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ 
 
 

HONORS-ONLY COURSES 
 

 Honors courses differ from regular curricular offerings not 
only in terms of enriching projects (consisting of research, writing 
and presentation) but also in the depth of student interest and 
involvement with the course material.  Honors class offerings are 
designated by department chairs through the Admissions and 
Records Office in conjunction with the Honors Coordinator.  
Honors students are required either to take at least one three 
credit Honors course every term, or in exceptional cases, to initiate 
on Honors contract.  Contact the Honors Office for a schedule of 
ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ IƻƴƻǊǎ-only classes. 
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HONORS CONTRACTS 
 
 In exceptional cases students may request an Honors 
Contract in lieu of registering for a closed Honors course:  
 
ω Contracts maybe obtained prior to the start of the term by 

written appeal to the Honors Coordinator. 
ω After the Honors Coordinator has reviewed and accepted the 

request, the student will receive the contract paperwork to 
be completed with the chosen instructor. 

ω The signed copy of the contract detailing the developed 
Honors project must be returned to the Honors Office no 
later than the end of the third week of class. 

ω Students will not receive Honors Achievement Awards 
Scholarship funds until the completed paperwork has been 
returned and the contract has been approved by the Honors 
Coordinator. 

 
Please Note: Honors Contracts may not be used for Pass/Fail, 
remedial, Fastrack, ESL classes, nor for any math classes below 
MAT140.   
 
GUIDELINES: 
 Project ideas should be initiated by the student.  The instructor 
may assist the student in focusing or narrowing the project topic 
and the accompanying requirements for Honors credit.  However, 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ 
project idea. 
 
 The project must consist of three components ς research, a 
written document, and a presentation ς and should involve 
approximately 20 total hours of work for a three-credit class, not 
including consultation time with the instructor.  An Honors project 
may also incorporate service learning. 
 
 These guidelines are provided to assist the SCC Honors student 
and instructor in the planning of an independent project for 
Honors Program credit. Samples of previously completed Honors 
Contracts are available upon request from the Honors Office. 
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PROCESS: 
 

1. The student is responsible for seeking permission to 
pursue an Honors Contract from the Honors Coordinator, 
or their designee, and obtaining the Honors Contract 
paperwork from the Honors Office.  It is also the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
their  instructor before the end of the first week of class, 
and submitting an Honors Contract request by the end of 
the third week of classes. 

2. Student and instructor complete and sign the contract 
form. 

3. The student must return the form (to the Honors Office no 
later than the end of the third week of class.  Upon 
approval by the Honors Coordinator, the student will be 
notified.   Students are encouraged to make a file copy. 

4. At the end of the term, the instructor will receive a request 
to evaluate the project.  The grade for the project should 
ōŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƎǊŀŘŜ όǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
accordingly). 

 
Special note:  Students intending to complete an Honors Contract 
in an English class must first get the approval of the English 
Department Chair, Dr. Ramona Goth.   Please call (480) 423-6451 
to arrange an appointment.  Culinary Arts students intending to 
complete an Honors Contract in any class must first get the 
approval of the Culinary Arts Division Chair, Ms. Karen 
Chalmers.   Please call (480) 423-6241 to arrange an appointment.  

 
 
 The Honors Coordinator and Advisory Committee encourage 
the Honors student and instructor to seek additional guidance in 
planning the project if any of the guidelines are unclear, or if the 
form (paperwork) requires an addendum. 
 
 Any questions should be directed to the Honors Office at  
(480) 423-6525, or honors@sccmail.maricopa.edu 
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ñThe main purpose of intellectual education is not the acquisition of facts, 

but learning how to make facts live.ò 

ñEducation is not a product, mark, diploma, job, money ï in that order; it 

is a process, a never-ending one.ò 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr (1841-1935) 

Associate Justice on the Supreme Court of the United States 

Bel Kaufman (1911ï present) 

Russian-American teacher and author 
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 ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the significant support given by the presidents of the ten Maricopa 
Community Colleges (MCCCD) to Honors programming. The 
scholarship currently provides $1080 per term to cover tuition and 
registration fees for full-time enrollment (12 or more credits) for 
up to four consecutive fall and spring terms. 

 

 Any expenses for pass/fail courses, remedial courses and 
summer sessions are not covered by the scholarship and are the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
 

APPLICATION TIMELINE 
 

 Students must apply within 9 moths of graduating from High 
School. Those that have graduated in May/June may start the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ Cŀƭƭ ǘŜǊƳ ό!ǳƎǳǎǘύ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
following Spring term (January).  Students graduating High School 
ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 
Spring term (January) or the following Fall term (August). 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING TIMELINE 
 

 The Honors Program will notify Financial Aid of all accepted 
Presidential Scholars, and a notation is made on their account not 
to cancel their enrollment, as the Scholarship has been approved.  
However, the funds are not released until after midterm, when it 
has been verified that the student is still enrolled in both the 
school and the Honors Class.  Only then are the funds credited to 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀƭƭ ŦŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ŘǳŜ ŘŀǘŜΣ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦ 
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ELIGIBILITY 
 

 {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ōȅ 
one of two methods as outlined below: 
 

A. CLASS RANKING 
 

ω Eligibility through class ranking applies to graduates from 
North Central Association (NCA) accredited high schools 
within Maricopa County who rank in the top 15% of the class 
at the end of the 6th, 7th or 8th term. 

 
Procedures: 
ω Apply to the Honors Program at Scottsdale Community 

College. 
 

ω Enroll in Scottsdale Community College within one academic 
year following high school graduation without having 
attended another accredited college or university before 
enrolling in Scottsdale Community College (summer school 
excluded). 

 

ω Enroll in at least 12 credit hours per term (Fall/Spring) 
including at least one 3-credit Honors course per term. 

 

ω Enroll in a 3-credit Honors class (HUM 250/251 or ENG 
101/102) for the first and second terms of the scholarship.  
(NOTE:  This will satisfy the requirement to enroll in an 3-
credit Honors course during the term enrolled) 

 
B. PLACEMENT TEST SCORES 
 

Eligibility through placement test scores applies to: 
ω Graduates from North Central Association (NCA) accredited 

high schools within Maricopa County whose class standings 
fall below the top 15th percentile. 

 

ω Students who have completed post-secondary educational 
programs in Maricopa County not accredited by the North 
Central Association (home schooled, charter school). 

 

ω GED equivalence may apply for some candidates. 
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Placement test scores must fall at, or above the minimums below:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¢ǳƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ CŜŜǎ /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΥ 
 

In-county tuition up to 15 credits ($71 per credit), plus the 
registration fee ($15), up to a total of $1080. 
 
¢ǳƛǘƛƻƴ ϧ CŜŜǎ bh¢ /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΥ 
 

¶ ID cards 
¶ Summer session classes 
¶ Fitness center dues (not-for-credit) 
¶ Emergency Medical Technology 
¶ Private music lessons 
¶ ACT test, nor GED tests 
¶ Credit by evaluation, nor Credit by examination 
¶ Field trips/out-of-country tours 
¶ Clinical liability insurance 
 

FEES and FINES not covered 
¶ Transcript fee 
¶ Graduation fee 
¶ Occupational certificate fee 
¶ Returned check fee 
¶ Aeronautics course fee 
¶ Pre-apprenticeship Truck Driver program fee 
¶ Laboratory fees (such as organic and general chemistry) 
¶ Studio recording fee 
¶ Travel industry lab fees 
¶ Library fines for late of lost books 
¶ Parking fines 

ASSET COMPASS ACCUPLACER 
Writing/English 51 97 92 
Reading 47 91 92 
Math/Algebra (Elementary) 41 41 50 
Math/Algebra (Intermediate) 29 41 50 
Math/Algebra (College) 29 23 23 



 

26 

CRITERIA FOR CONTINUATION 
 

¶ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
total of four consecutive terms if the student maintains a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.25 and completes at least 12 
credit hours each term, including at least one Honors course.  

 

¶ Remedial (courses numbered below 100), and pass/fail option 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ 
12 credit hours of 100 level or above coursework for a letter 
grade, unless the academic year totals 24 credit hours of 
accepted courses. 

 

¶ The required GPA and completed credits will be checked at 
the end of each Fall and Spring term.  The student may 
request  that grades earned in summer school be included in 
the cumulative GPA, and may be used to satisfy the minimum 
GPA and credit requirements for continued eligibility  

 

¶ All incompletes must be satisfied before disbursement of the 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ 

 

¶ Recipients are required to attend an on-campus cultural event 
sponsored by the Honors Program at least once a year, with 
proof of attendance provided to the Honors Coordinator. 

 

PROBATION 
 

 ! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛŦ ŀ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ 
GPA falls below 3.25 but above 3.0.  After one term of probation, a 
cumulative GPA of 3.25 is needed to renew the scholarship.  A 
student whose GPA falls below 3.0 will have his/her scholarships 
terminated. The scholarships cannot be reinstated in this case. 

 

UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES AND EXCEPTIONS 
 

Eligibility to Receive Other Honors Scholarships: 
 

 wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
additional/concurrent support through the Honors Achievement 
!ǿŀǊŘΣ .Ŝǘǘȅ IŜŘƛƴ 9ƭǎƴŜǊ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ƻǊ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 
that term. Concurrent Foundation Scholarship awards are at the 
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MCCCD Honors Program 
 
 tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
completion of at least one term of coursework at a Maricopa 
Community College, may apply for the deferment of their 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
that would interrupt their required continuous enrollment at the 
Maricopa Community Colleges. 
 

The following stipulations apply to all deferments: 
 

¶ Students must attend at least one term at a Maricopa 
Community College before they are eligible for deferment.  
This attendance cannot occur prior to the term for which the 
scholarship is offered.  Exceptions to this will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis. 

 

¶ The student must be in good standing with the community 
college and its Honors Program to request deferral of the 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

 

¶ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ 
ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
the deferral (i.e., completion of Honors Course, minimum 
GPA and credit hour enrollment are met). 

 

¶ Deferment may be granted for a maximum of two years (four 
consecutive fall and spring terms).  Exceptions to this will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 

¶ Students may not attend another educational institution 
during the deferment period unless they are participating in 
a Maricopa-sponsored program. 

 

¶ Students must return to an MCCCD school the term 
immediately following the completion of the leave (fall or 
spring). 

 

¶ Any changes to the deferment as originally approved may 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŦŜǊƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
Scholarship. 

 

¶ Students may not receive more than one deferment. 
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ñLive as if you were to die tomorrow.  Learn as if you 

were to live forever.ò Gandhi  (1869-1948) 

Returning to a Maricopa Community College 
 

 At least one month prior to the beginning of the term, a let-
ter must be submitted to the Honors Coordinator at the college 
where the leave was requested stating the intent to return to the 
Maricopa Community Colleges The letter should include the stu-
ŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛŎƻǇŀ L5 ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ 
 

Deferment Application Process 
 

 Prior to their departure, students must submit, a completed 
Deferment Application to the Honors Coordinator.  It must include 
the required documentation regarding the leave of absence.  Sub-
mission of the Deferment Application does not guarantee auto-
matic approval.  If the situation was unanticipated, contact the col-
lege Honors Coordinator. 
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THE HONORS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 
 The Honors Achievement Award Scholarship is awarded as a 
partial tuition reimbursement to continuing students (one may not 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 
concurrently). The award is pro-rated according to the number of 
credit hours registered, not including pass/fail or remedial (below 
100 level) classes. The reimbursement is processed after mid-term, 
after the 45th day class withdrawal deadline. 
 

Credit Hours  Award 
  3-5   $  81 
  6-8   $163 
  9-11   $244 
  12+   $325 

 
ELIGIBILITY 

 
ω Completion of 12 credit hours (at the 100 level or above) at a 

Maricopa Community College with at least a 3.25 GPA. 

 
CRITERIA FOR CONTINUATION 

 
ω Complete at least three credit hours (100 level classes and 

above) of course work each term. 
ω Complete one 3-credit Honors course each term. 
ω Maintain an overall GPA of 3.25 or above. 
ω Remain in good standing with the college. 
ω Repeat policy: a student may not use Honors Achievement 

Award monies to repeat a course that was taken while in the 
Honors Program. 

 

 Students who leave the program because their GPA falls 
below 3.25 may reapply in future terms if their GPA returns to 
3.25, minimum.  The Honors Office Coordinator will work with 
Financial Aid and Admissions to verify reinstatement of students.  
Students who are readmitted must meet any new requirements. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS BY SELECTION 
 
 Recipients of all Honors scholarships must remain in good 
standing with the Honors Program and with the college. 
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 ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ 
each college annually to reward and encourage highly motivated, 
academically gifted students.  The scholarship covers tuition and 
fees for a full year plus $150 per term for books and supplies.  To 
be eligible, a current full-time Honors student must plan to enroll 
on a full-time basis for the following year and maintain a GPA of 
3.25 or higher. The Honors Advisory Committee selects the campus 
recipient early in the spring term for the following academic year. 

 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Foundation Scholarships are presented by the Maricopa 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΩ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
motivated, academically gifted students.  The individual amounts 
and the number of awards vary: $1,000 is available for each 
college and is awarded to one or more students at the discretion 
of the Honors Advisory Committee. At Scottsdale Community 
College, for the 2007-2008 academic year, two $500 scholarships 
were awarded. 

 
THE BETTY HEDIN ELSNER SCHOLARSHIP 

 

 The Betty Hedin Elsner Scholarship was established in 
memory of the mother of former Chancellor Dr. Paul Elsner.  The  
award of $200 per year is available to one Maricopa Community 
Colleges Honors student who demonstrates financial need.  Each 
college may submit one application to the District Honors Office.  A 
district committee reviews the applications and selects the 
recipient. 
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PHI THETA KAPPA SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

 Beginning in the 2005-2006 academic year, Arizona State 
University is offering four $2,000 renewable scholarships to Phi 
Theta Kappa members.  Information about this and other 
scholarships can be obtained from the Phi Theta Kappa website: 
www.ptk.org. 

 

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

 There may also be some scholarships available through the 
Financial Aid Office.  Call (480) 423-6549 for more information or, 
please refer to the Financial Aid Office website:  
http://www.scottsdalecc.edu/financial. 

 

MAPP 
MARICOPA - ASU PATHWAYS PROGRAM 

www.maricopa.edu/alliance 
 

¶ Guaranteed admission to ASU degree programs when all 
MAPP requirements are met. 

 

¶ Eligibility for the ASU Tuition Commitment which provides 
predictable tuition increase limits to Arizona residents during 
enrollment at ASU 

 

¶ Specific scholarships available for meritorious students who 
complete an associates degree 

 

¶ Access to  on-site advising at Maricopa Community Colleges 
regarding transfer, and other pre-enrollment services 

 

CONNECT2NAU 
 

 {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜŀǊƴ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ  aŀǊƛŎƻǇŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
the Connect2Nau program., offered at the 10 Maricopa 
Community Colleges and online.   This partnership between NAU 
and the Maricopa County Community College District provides 
joint admission to both a local Maricopa campus and NAU.   
Students work with advisors and student service professionals 
from both institutions to ensure a smooth and successful 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ 
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ñEducation is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.ò 
 

William Butler Yeats (1865-1939)  

 

 

ñTeachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself.ò 
 

Chinese Proverb 


