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SCC World of Events:
International Education Week 
 
By Kathleen Lueppker 

For the past ten years, SCC's IEP office 
has joined the U.S. Departments of State 
and Education in celebrating International 
Education Week during the month of 
November.

With the help of our Global Trust Grant 
students, we planned a week filled with 
fun and interactive events to raise global 
awareness. The events included an Indo/
Pakistani Mock Wedding Ceremony 
(upper left corner) and Henna Tattooing, 
which was hosted by Nosheen Iftikhar. In 
addition to sharing her cultural background 
with SCC students, Nosheen helped plan a 
Talent Show (left photo) and International 
Fashion Show (bottom photo). Many of the 

international outfits and decorations were sponsored by Shy Khan, 
CEO, DulhaniaBazaar. The talent show included dancing, singing of 
self-written songs and a tribute to Lady Gaga!

Melis Gullu organized an International Music Video Clip Screening 
which students could enjoy while having lunch in the cafeteria. 
Education faculty Tom Hansen hosted an International Student 
Panel to discuss world issues and how Americans are perceived in 
other cultures and Film faculty Janet Robinson hosted a foreign 
film called Departures. We also helped sponsor a panel discussion 
about "The Truth About Islam" and the Conversation Partner 
Program members enjoyed a lunch while engaging in “Conversations 
Around the World."

Finally, we hosted an Education Abroad Fair and Information 
Sessions about the programs SCC faculty will lead this summer. 
Lastly, the annual “Picture my World” Photo Contest winning 
photos were displayed in the library (see page 7 for winners).

global
An Ecole SupeRIEURE: Exchanging 
Interior Design Ideas
 

Each spring, SCC welcomes 
two students of design from 
the Ecole Supérieure d’Arts 
Graphique (ESAG) in Paris, 
France. This prestigious 
design school is known 
for its strong theoretical 
coursework in interior 
design and graphic arts. By 
taking a variety of courses 
in our SCC Interior Design, 
Photography and Theatre 
Design departments, these 
students are able to experience the hands-on, practical nature of 
the American community college system.

"I think the American way of life in Scottsdale is so different from ours 
in Paris! I think the first thing that surprised me here was the mountains 
surrounding us. Then how spread out and big everything is and how 
everybody needs a car here. But I think the thing that surprised me 
the most was the difference between French and American foods and 
supermarkets! We met amazing teachers, students, people...ready to help 
us anytime." - Léa Lewkowicz

"The first thing I noticed when I arrived in Arizona was the desert 
landscape, the mountains and the cacti... I was almost in a western movie! 
Then I went to the SCC campus, which is huge compared to our little 
French school. The Interior Design classes are completely different than 
ours in France. The projects at SCC are more concrete and students work 
with real clients. People are really friendly, you can ask for help anytime. 
And everyone speaks to you everywhere! For example, I was on the bus 
and someone started to ask me where I came from and at the end of my 
ride, we had finished the conversation with five other people! Just in the 
bus!" - Manou Cohen

Globalization & YOU
 
On March 31, the Globalization & YOU event was hosted by Phi 
Theta Kappa, Psi Gamma Chapter and sponsored by IEP and the 
CONNECT Committee. This event brought in the esteemed 
Medard Gabel from BigPictureSmallWorld. He conducted a 
workshop on what globalization is, how people affect the global 
economy, global social situations and vice-versa. His message 
was simple but powerful - We have the power to make a positive 
change in the world, even if they are small changes. Overall, the 
event was a success with the audience walking away with a better 
understanding of globalization and a feeling of empowerment.

Upon graduating in Paris, Léa Lewkowicz (left) 
and Manou Cohen (right) hope to return to 

visit the friends they made this semester.
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Lastly, we attended the Barack Obama and American Democracy 
national conference at Arizona State University on March 24-25. 
Our club member, Cameron Becker, summarized the Obama 
conference with the following: 

“We had the privilege to sit in on a two-day symposium held at ASU. 
The conference endorsed the newly established Center for the Study 
of Race and Democracy. 'A leading, interdisciplinary, problem-solving 
venture committed to engaged scholarship, dialogue, and learned 
advocacy involving the topics of race and democracy.' Scholars 
representing various universities, such as Tufts, Harvard, Rutgers 
and UCLA, and several tenured ASU professors, came to eloquently 
critique the President’s mandates as well as assess President Obama’s 
promise of hope and change. Speakers explicitly addressed the roles 
racial identity has in society and attempted to evoke a sense of 
empathy for those who endured oppression.”

Joining the club was the best thing I did!  It is not a surprise that 
my new favorite Global Artichokes club has received various 
awards over the past few years such as the Most Active Club of 
the Year, Best Club of the Year, and Best Community Service 
Projects. If you ever thought there was a club to join, I would 
highly recommend the Global Artichokes Club!

outreach
global artichokes:
Best decision ever!

By John Yu, Club President

The Global Artichokes club is a place where all the international 
students and U.S. students can meet people from all over the 
world and exchange their cultures. This is my story:

I am a student from Taiwan. Though I went to high school here 
in Arizona, I still had a fear of talking to native English speakers 
and didn't have a lot of friends when I started at Scottsdale 
Community College. I joined the Global Artichokes in my first 
semester at SCC and the club made me feel like home. I’ve met a 
lot of new friends from all over the world.

The mission of this club is to promote global awareness by 
encouraging intercultural exchange and involvement in working 
together as an international community, recognizing individual 
potential and maintaining a spirit of friendship and diversity. Aside 
from monthly meetings, we have one or two events each month 
where members can join us. Most of the events are planned with 
input of the club members. Our officers and advisor, Kathleen 
Lueppker, work really hard to plan every event to make sure all 
the members have fun.

This year was a great one! Activities included ice skating (first 
time for most of the members, including myself!); Arab festival 
(we even supported our fellow member Mohammed Alquyabi 
who sang); Japanese Festival; bowling; Phoenix Suns game 
(fundraiser!); and a day trip to Sedona. And a first, we invited the 
international clubs from the other Maricopa Community Colleges 
for a game of soccer and sports event at the park. What a blast!

In addition to social activities, we also give back to the 
community; such as participating in the Read to Me 
project with UMOM New Day Center where we read 
books to children in a homeless shelter. We also helped 
sponsor the Invisible Children movie screening on campus.                                               

Special thanks to the  
2010–2011 Global Artichokes student officers!

Fall 2010 Spring 2011

President Claudina Garcia Villalobos John Yu

VP Finance Ravikumar Patel & John Yu Ravikumar Patel

VP Service Carlo Rainone Gustavo Adolfo Gracia

VP Communication Mohammed Alyaqubi Stefanie Borchert

Secretary Silvia Sanchez Heidi Jaenicke
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to the Global Artichokes for receiving  

the following 2010-2011 awards: 
 

*Club of the Year*
 

*Best Community Service Project*
(Read to Me project with UMOM New Day Center) 

 

*Club Advisor of the Year*
(Kathleen Lueppker)
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In addition, they learned about the American way of life by 
joining open-hearted families on travels and at holiday and 
birthday parties. Retreats covering cross-cultural conflict 
management, reverse culture shock, and leadership skills also 
filled their days. 
 
Above all, they discovered a lot about themselves. “Living 
in the United States for a year was the best thing that has 
ever happened to me. It has made me discover who I am 
and opened my eyes to what I can do,” remarks Comfort 
Amponsah of Ghana. They discovered their own abilities, 
found other ways of doing things, and learned how to live 
with other cultures. They found out about the importance of 
time management, being punctual and business protocol, the 
freedom to speak out in a class, and the challenges in making 
friends on a community college campus. 
 
In the end, this fascinating set of students will return to their 
home countries with new skills in Hospitality & Tourism 
Management, a better understanding of the United States, and 
an added confidence to help their nations grow. 

For all of them, to sum it up in Urdu, the native language of 
several students - the program was shandaar (incredible)!!! We 
look forward to welcoming the next shandaar group this June!

welcoming
the World
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education and has been involved in numerous international 
exchange programs," shares Hospitality & Tourism Management 
Program Director Larry Williams. During the spring semester, 
students made valuable connections through internships at 
such places as the Scottsdale Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
The W Hotel, and adventure tour companies. “I’ll take back 
ideas on indigenous tourism, sustainable development and 
geo-caching,’ says student Mahmood Ali of the Hunza Valley in 
Pakistan, home of the world-famous Mount K2. 
 
“They have given back to the college and community in ways 
that really cannot be measured,” says IEP Director Therese 
Tendick. Largely organized through program coordinator 
Allison Myers, students completed community service in urban 
gardens, presented on panels about Islam, showed their three-
minute digital stories at a Hospitality Student Conference, 
shared their cultures during International Education Week and 
in Intercultural Communication and Counseling classes, and 
talked about what life is like in their part of the world with 
Scottsdale students of all ages and walks of life. 

 

. . .continued from page 1.

CCIP Coordinator Allison Myers and Intercultural Communication instructor 
Dixie Swan learned about Scottsdale's international businesses at an Arizona 
International Growth Group event with students Lisbeth, Shaukat, Faiza, Paulo 
and Yoan. (Photo by Laird Photography)

The 2010-11 CCIP students were 
Comfort Amponsah of Ghana, Paulo Braz de Souza of Brazil,  

Yoanita Dwi Cahyo of Indonesia, Melis Gullu of Turkey,  
Ahmadou Mahonde of Cameroon, Faiza Urooj of India,  

Lisbeth Villarreal González of Panama, and  
Mahmood Ali, Sajjad Ali, and Sarfraz Sohail of Pakistan.  
Nosheen Iftikhar and Shaukat Khan, also of Pakistan,  

completed shorter programs.

Congratulations to Therese Tendick for her outstanding contribution to the 
Maricopa District. She received the 2011 Employee Recognition Award. 

Committed to diversity and inclusion, Therese strives to make  
SCC and the District a better place to work and attend school.  

Her staff is very proud of her - no one deserves it more!


